Liberation

Ten original

Lessons that define

and fathom the
territorial depth

of the Barcelona
streetscape.

The ten Llessons
originate from the
ground breaking
work of Manuel de

Lesson 2

Each failure
is a

Architecture dis-
places the bary-
centric urban form
by wrapping around
economic-military
processes. Even-
tual failure of the
displacement is a
gain, as it grants
the city a new
facade and horizon
anyway.
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Lesson 3

Form does not
matter

Architecture lays
out the plot mod-
ule as the growth
factor of an ad-
vanced capitalist
real estate system.
Squares and open
spaces are added to

the abstract urban
composition. These
““““““““““““““ collective spaces
create surplus-val-
ue in the real es-
tate market.

Lesson 1

Do not fear
self-
mutilation

Architecture uses
the razorblade of

geometry to implant

an idea in the ur-

ban form. Straight
streets, conscious-

ly planned, cut
through vested in-
terests and unmov-
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able obstacles.

and
restoration
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Lesson 4
Is the Barcelona
Cartography
Streetscape the result needs no

precision

of self-mutilatione K. 7r277.0
The terrain of

Radial roads ex-
tend the city
to the underde-

economic-military

veloped country

power¢ A speculative

side. They may
be imprecise but

gPOWth maChlne? nonetheless con-
Yes! And MORE. solidates a new

order on the ter-

Lesson 6 ritory. An un-
Lesson 5 ordered No man’s
Disorder lLand can final-
EnLightened is an Ly be measured
despotism asset in relation to a

fixed axis. The

avolids the
urbanism of
compromise

roads allow for

the easy trans-

The morphological port of goods and

configuration may be people.

absurd, disorganised
The isotropic, or- and fragmentary, it
is nonetheless origi-

@
nal and enduring as
long as the configura- I n
tion is the outcome

of the laws of the
geography it occu-

thogonal streetscape
follows strictly its
internal reasoning in
accordance with the

technical require-
ments of traffic and .
hygiene. It imposes pies.

itself autonomously

and absolutely. The
urban grid is a mech-
anism for the capi-

talist management

and finan-cing of the In studying the inclusive character of the Raval neighbourhood

city. It is focused I bounced upon the ‘Ten Lessons on Barcelona’. It became my sole
on the needs of the guide to the city and absolute point of reference for discussion.
bourgeois. The new Ultimately the ‘Ten Lessons’ recount the story the Barcelonese

are telling about themselves. It enables us to go beyond the dai-

_ Ly use and misuse of a city and grasp the Real depth of the Bar-
the Old City for the celona streetscape.

equilibrium reserves

working class.

The ten lessons provide as many Anchoring Points to put a stop

on the stream of consciousness generated in Barcelona. Does the
ten lessons sounds too much an imperative? Possibly, but remember
that domination comes not through the imposition of a theory, but
only by sketching an open set of impressions, associations, sug-
gestions, images, etc.

Admittedly, I didn’t finish reading the Book. If you want to know
more, you will have to read it by yourself. I withdraw from com-
ment and leave the explanation for your own vivid imagination.
Architects have no single solution for every complex problem. Nor
can we simply unravel the mystery of Raval.




